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Why was our Constitution Created?

The United States declared its
independence from Great Britain on

July 4, 1776. The United States won

the Revolutionary War and became its
own independent nation in 1783. Our

first National Charter, the Articles of
Confederation, was weak and did not
work very well. Many feared the new
United States of America would break up.

In 1786, representatives from the states met
to change the Articles of Confederation,
and decided that what we really needed
instead was a brand new Constitution.
Over just four months, the Congress met in
Philadelphia and wrote our Constitution.
It was signed on September 17, 1787. The
Constitution was ratified by 3/4 of the
states in 1789 and took effect in 1790. Over
more than 200 years, our Constitution has
only been changed 27 times.

Use this guide to learn the Constitution,
and visit LawDocs on www.lawforkids.org
to read the full text of the Constitution.
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The Preamble

e the People of the United
States, in Order to form a more
perfect Union, establish Justice,
insure domestic Tranquility,
provideforthe commondefence,
promotethegeneralWelfare,and
secure the Blessings of Liberty
to ourselves and our Posterity,
do ordain and establish this
Constitutionforthe United States
of America.

The preamble tells us the main reasons
why the Constitution was written.
Can you memorize the Preamble?
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Article | - The Legislature

Section |

« Congress alone has the power to make
laws.

+ Congress is made up of the Senate and the
House of Representatives.

Section 2

« Members of the House of Representatives

are elected to 2 year terms.

House members must be at least 25.

They must have been citizens for 7 years.

They must live in the state they represent.

The number of representatives for each

state is based on population.

« Each state has at least one representative.

« Every 10 years a census must be taken to
determine how many representatives each
state should have.

« The state governor calls a special election
to fill a vacant seat.

« The House chooses a speaker to preside.

« The House alone brings charges of
impeachment.
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Section 3

« Each state has 2 senators.

- Each senator serves a 6 year term.

+ One-third of the Senate stands for election
every 2 years.

« A senator must be at least 30.

+ A senator must have been a citizen at least
9 years.

+ A senator must live in the state he/she
represents.

« TheVice President is president of the Senate
and votes only to break a tie.

« TheSenateelectsapresident protempore to
preside in the Vice President’s absence.

« The Senate tries all impeachment cases.

+ Impeachment conviction requires a 2/3 vote
of the Senate.

« When the President is on trial for
impeachment, the Chief Justice presides.

« Apersonwhoisimpeached and convicted is
removed from office.

« Apersonwhoisimpeached and convicted is
forbidden to hold federal office.

« After a person who is impeached and
convicted is removed from office, he or she
can be prosecuted.

Section 4

« State legislatures decide where, when, and
how to hold Congressional elections.

« The Congress shall meet once a year.
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This brochure was produced
by the Foundation for Relevant
Education About the Law,
courtesy of theArizona
Foundation for Legal Services
& Education.

For more information on the
programs available to the
students of Nevada, please visit
http://www.relevantlaw.org
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